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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
fded in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another fded in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application fded under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application fded in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bresniker et al, 
US. Pat. No. 6,957,353. 

3. claims 1, 20, Bresniker teaches a computer network system [title, abstract], comprising; 

a circuit board forming a backplane [backplane 106 of Fig. 3]; 

a field replaceable unit (FRU) slot located on said backplane [see FRU 300 A- 

300E]; 

a bus [Fig. 3]\ 

a central resource coupled with said FRU via slot bus [power supply units PSUs 
114 of Fig. 3); and 

a non- volatile memory coupled to said resource [EEPROM 323 of Fig. 3]; 
wherein said central resource generates a power mask for said FRU slot [col. 6, 
lines 23-24]; 

wherein said power mask is stored in said non-volatile memory [col. 6, lines 23- 
24]; and 
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wherein said power mask includes a power state of said FRU slot [col 13, line 61 
thru col 14, line 9]. 

4. Claim 2, Bresniker teaches said FRU slot comprises a CPCI [col 5, lines 44-46], 

5. Claim 3, Bresniker teaches said power mask is available after a power cycle and can be 
subsequently accessed from said non-volatile by said central resource via said bus [col 
13, line 61 thru col 14, line 9]. 

6. Claim 4, Bresniker teaches said central resource accesses said power mask for 
information regarding said power state on said power mask using an Intelligent Platform 
Management Interface (IPMI) protocol [col 9, lines 22-24]. 

I. Claim 5, Bresniker teaches said central resource accesses said power mask from said non- 
volatile memory to determine a power status and history of said slot [col 13, line 61 thru 
col 14, line 9]. 

8. Claim 6, Bresniker teaches said central resource accesses said power mask from said non- 
volatile memory to determine a power requirement of an FRU held by said FRU slot [col 
13, line 61 thru col 14, line 35], 

9. Claim 7, Bresniker teaches said power mask comprises a power status of said FRU slot 
and a functional status of an FRU held by said FRU slot [col 6, lines 21-24], 

10. Claims 8, 25, Bresniker teaches said central resource accesses said power mask from 
said non- volatile memory to update said power state [col 12, lines 49-59]. 

II. Claim 9, Bresniker teaches said updated power state depends on a condition of an FRU 
held by said FRU slot [col 12, lines 49-59]. 
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12. Claims 10, 23-24, Bresniker teaches said central resource accesses said power mask 
from said non-volatile memory to determine whether an FRU held by said FRU slot is 
faulty [see step 1004 of Fig. 10 and related disclosure]. 

13. Claims 11, 21, Bresniker teaches said central resource accesses said power mask from 
said non-volatile memory to determine whether an FRU held by said FRU slot requires 
too much power [see Fig. 9], 

14. Claim 12, Bresniker teaches said central resource generates said power mask based on 
whether an FRU held by said FRU slot is faulty [see step 1004 of Fig. 10 and related 
disclosure]. 

15. Claim 13, Bresniker teaches said central resource generates said power mask based on 
whether an FRU held by said FRU slot requires too much power [see Fig. 9]. 

16. Claim 14, Bresniker teaches said central resource accesses said power mask from said 
non-volatile memory to keep an FRU held by said FRU slot in a powered off state [col. 
11 lines 16-27]. 

17. Claim 15, Bresniker teaches a hotswap controller running on said central resource and 
wherein said hotswap controller makes a determination as to whether to power on an 
FRU held by said FRU slot [SMC 300E of Fig. 3]. 

18. Claim 16, Bresniker teaches said hotswap controller persistently powers down said FRU 
when said FRU requires an excess amount of power [col. 11, lines 16-27]. 

19. Claim 17, Bresniker teaches said hotswap controller persistently powers down said FRU 
when a hardware signal from said FRU indicates said FRU as being faulty [step 1004 of 
Fig 10]. 
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20. Claim 18, Bresniker teaches a second FRU slot located on said backplane and wherein 
said central resource generates a second power mask for said second FRU slot [see Fig. 3 
and related disclosure]. 

21. Claim 19, Bresniker teaches said power mask is uniquely generated by said central 
resource for said FRU slot and said second power mask is uniquely generated by said 
central resource for said second FRU slot and wherein both said power mask and said 
second power mask are persistently stored in said non- volatile memory [col 1 3, line 61 
thru col 14, line 9]. 

22. Claim 20, Bresniker teaches comparing a power requirement of said FRU with a power 
capacity of said computer network system, wherein said power requirement of said FRU 
is stored in a second non-volatile memory located within said FRU and wherein said 
second non-volatile memory is powered on by a standby power source of said computer 
network system [col. 13, line 61 thru col. 14, line 9]. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abdelmoniem Elamin whose telephone number is 571-2727- 
3674. The examiner can normally be reached on MON - THUR 10:00 AM - 6::00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne Browne can be reached on 571-272-3670. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANAD^^J 1-272- 1000. 
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